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EI cd ± “t: cr» •— x -a 1 


"The -future o-f ufologv is in thè use of computer"! this can look 
an exagerate phrase, but there is a little o-f true in it. Certainly, 
our machines won't be able to supply thè solution of thè UFO mystery 
(man is stili necessary for this), but they uill prouide a remarkable 
help in handling thè enormous mass of data ue haue at our disposai, f^n 
over-estimation of computer applications in ufology could be 
dangerous. 

I am a long way from thinking CUFON is a revolut ionary publication 
able to give a neu course to UFO research. This Newsletter is only a 
preliminary attempt to make order in a field ubere each ufologist 
oun ing a computer produces his oun application, incompatible uith all 
thè others. The comparison among different ideas, opinions and 
suggestions could provide some valuable results in thè search for a set 
of common standards. The further problem uill be to divulgo them, 
mak ing them accept to all ufologists: and this uill be thè most 
difficult effort. But I think it uould be a valuable success to achieve 
a situation ubere all researchers employing thè same kind of computer 
used common programs and procedures. This uould mean a reai 
co-operation and exchange of data. CUFON uill try to reach such an 
objective by thè help of its readers! ue bave already proposed a 
possible record structure for a database of UFO events, under thè form 
of a reference work. 


f^bout thè problem of exchanging files betueen tuo different kinds 
of computer, Dutch researcher H.Kampherbeek uill present an article in 
a next issue of CUFON. He'11 supply technical information and 
suggestions about thè uay to make such an exchange. 

In cons iderat ion of thè lack of a standardization, this procedure 
appears fairly importanti everyone reai izes that thè incompatibi1ity 
among computerà is thè greatest obstacle in thè diffusion of data. The 
example of thè Italian Center for UFO Studies can be interesting: thè 
articles of our magazine ("UFO-Rivista di Informazione Ufologica") are 
composed on a Commodore 64 and then transferr-ed on a f=lpple Macintosh 
(see thè article about thè Rete Ufologica Computerizzata, elseuhere in 
this same issue). 


tt*t**t 

Another possible interesting application of computerà is thè 
production of special "demo" programs for conferences open to public. 
The idea is quite simple: to prepare a visual "show" able to catch thè 
visitors' attention. There are tuo possible types of "demo". 

The first one is composed by a series of strongly coloured screens 
ubere there are messages about thè conference, thè group uhich 
organized it, thè papers presented by speakers, generai information 
about UFOs, a brief description of thè material (books and magazines) 
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on sale, etc. Scrsens appear one a-fter thè other, according to a 

random or predeterminated order , also y ith attract ioe visual e-f-fects 
<movements, flashes, -fade-in and fade-out, etc....). There are some 
programs on thè so-ftware market able to astablish a demo of such a 
kind! thev have been prepared -for commercial empi oyments, essentially. 
For C-64 ue can rnention tuo programs (but there are others surely)! 
"Microlex" and "Videoprinter". 

The second kind of "demo" is a databse program containing data 
about UFO sightings, running continously on itself. Practically, thè 
database shous all its options, loading thè file, simulating thè 
entering of a case and its correction, sorting thè entries, displaying 
all cases on thè screen and simulating other eventual functions. PII 
this uithout any intervent ion by a people: it is enough to load thè 
program and to run it. 

The result given by tuo or three computers uith colour monitors 
running a demo 1ike those ue bave suggested is certainly remarkable. 
People attending thè conference are strongly attracted by them <uhich 
haue to be placed out of thè conference room, obuiously !). Moreouer, 
thè presence of computers is a uery interesting nouelty, uhen 
presenting thè manifestation to mass-media. Ue experienced all this 
(using a "demo” uith messages and a database program uhich required thè 
presence of an operator, as thè reai demo uersion uasn't auaiiable yet) 
during a successful conference hold in Nouember 1985. Results uere 
really remarkable and most Italian neuspapers spoke a lot about thè 
employment of computers in ufology. Ue haue already prepared some 
"demo" programs, including one referring to ITPCAT: people interested 
in it can contact us, also for thè deuelopment of neu "demo* softuare 
for their oun appi ications. 



The Ital ian R.U.C. (Rete Ufologica Computerizzata) has already 
achisved some interesting results in thè first months of its activity. 
The contribution of RUC members has been really remarkable, beyond our 
oun hopes. The Network has more than 40 participants, fifteen of uhich 
are currently active in uorks making use of their oun personal 
computers. 

At moment, many articles for C.I.S.U. neu magazine <"UFO-Rivista 
di Informazione Ufologica") bave been completed under thè form of files 
of a common uord-processor program for C-64. This allous a quicker 
composition of thè uhole text and a 1ighter cost in printing thè 
magazine. Parallely, RUC members are going on storing Ital ian UFO 
casuistry on computer by a common database program (nou auaiiable also 
in English uersion): at thè end of June 1986, about 25 prouincial files 
(out of 92) uere ready, including 1750 cases or so. Ue are forecasting 
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o-f 1986. Each member 
thè Network co-ordinator 
is establ ished and -files are 
they bave been eventually 


to reach 3000 stored cases uithin thè end 
preparing a -file send it - uhen completed - to 
(M.Verga)! by this uay a common data-bank 
made available to anyone, a-fter that 
corrected. Similarly, thè co-ordinator receioes all text -files produced 
by thè common word-processor in vieu o-f a publication on "UFO-Rioista 
di In-formaz ione U-fologica* or CISU monogr aph ies . A-fter a prel iminary 
correction, these -files are suppl ied to thè Editors in chie-f of thè 
publication: they sub-edit thè texts in an ultimate dra-ft, preparing 
titles and headings and composing thè uhole magazine/monograph. All 
pages are printed by a pro-f ess ional printer (and, in a couple of 
months, by thè Apple Laser Wrii 
As an experiment files re] 
been transferred on SUPERBASE ( 

(thè sole difference uas thè le 
this sophisticated commercial f 
and other search functions. 
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thè tuo aboue-mentioned chief 1 
1986 (uhich is an experimental 
is thè f irst time that many pec 
a common objectiue. The reason 
like, uork ing in their oun hom( 
a collectiue Project. Each month neu people join RUC, so that thè 
•pouer* of thè Network increases more and more: besides thè composition 
of texts and thè Storage of thè Ital ian UFO casuistry, ue hawe many 
other aims to reach. In 1987 ue'll test thè possibility to launch other 
Project, for example thè establishment of a reai network of personal 
computers 1 inked via modem. 


ttt*t*t**t*tt***t*t***tt*t**t*t***tt*t***t***************************t* 


COMPUTER UFO NETWORK 


It seems that thè US COMPUFOMhCT (COMPuter UFO Management NETuork, 
see last issue) has been replaced by a neu organization named "Computer 
UFO Network" (CUFON, just like "Computer UFO Newsletter": ue hope to 
avoid confusion !>. In July 1986, thè number of users and members uas 
about 400, including some universities cali ing from time to time for 
information! thè System receives from thirty to fourty calls a day and 
it has access to 180 Megabytes, a really great amount of Storage 
capacity. Head of thè uhole Project is 1^. Gale Goudie, uith uhich this 
Editor is starting a dose co-operat ion. The functions of this 
network are Communications on a national and internat ional scale. The 
main purpose is for an exchange of reliable and verifiable information 
concerning this subject mattar uhich is unidentified flying objects. It 
is based in Seattle, UJashington, ubere it uorks uith thè National UFO 
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Reporting Center and thè UFO In-formation Service uhich supply valuable 
data to CUFON. The organization has recently joined Interplay, Ine. 
ProtoCall uhich is a large corrputer System someuhat 1 ike COMPUSERVE but 
even on a largar scale. ProtoCall uorks out o-f Ulash ington O.C. and uas 
set up ior special interests groups as uell as a large distributor o-f 
mega in-formation. Utiat this uill do -for CUFON is to allou easy access 
-for internat ional telecommun icat ions . 

Available through thè System there are varieties o-f di-f-ferent 
subjects that are associated uith this subject matter: 

(1) FOIA - Freedom o-f Information Act Oocuments 

O) AP Neu Articles 

<3) Fact Section 

(4> International Cases 

<5) UFO Reports 

(6) Marne Search Data Base 

The first subject uill consist of 300 of thè bes' 

1947 to 1980. Goudie and other people are also uorkii 
section to cross reference these military documen' 
sighting reports. This has never been done before, at least on 
number as they bave planned for it. 

Associated Press releases uill be on thè System in large 
anyuhere from 300 to 400. These articles are very .important for 
documented cases and can be used in an intelligent pattern for cross 
references uith both Freedom of Information Act documents 
civilian sightings. 

Fact Section relates to Air Force articles related to 
<cC) and JANAP 146 <E) also Air Force AFR 200-2 and anything 1 ike this 
that relates to generai orders concerning UFO phenomena, such as 
General Tuining letter to Commanding General of thè Air Force. 

International cases and UFO reports consist of duration of 
sighting, thè time of thè sighting, thè classificat ion, hou many 
uitnesses and thè state ubere thè sighting took place. Sightings are 
also put in backlogged cases for faster access to save time and expense 
of thè caller. Number of cases on thè System, national or 
international, can vary from 500 to 2000. 

Name Search Data Base is presently being uorked on. This is ubere 
a researcher or an investigator uho is seeking information on military 
personnel or other researchers may get bis background and thè uork that 
he has done. To access this one simply has to knou thè correct speli ing 
of thè last name. As for military personnel ue put this on simply for 
this purpose. There are over 5,000 military documents that bave been 
released uithin thè last five years uith names of military personnel 
uho apparently no one has ever heard of. This uill let us knou on hou 
many documents this name is on and give a background on that military 
member. This uould only be interesting probably to thè hard core 
invest igator. 

At moment ue are evaluating thè possibility of a very dose 
co-operation betueen thè Computer UFO Network and thè Computer UFO 
Newsletter: surely, a joint uork uill be necessary in thè near future 
in order to reach common standards and procedures. Further neus uill be 
published on thè next issues of thè Newsletter. 


JANAP 146 
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HOROSCOPES INI UFOLOGY ? 


ABOUT THE USE OF ASTROLOGICAL SOFTUARE FOR PREPARING SKYMAPS 


by Henry Katnpherbeek 


A pretty neu det^elopment 


o-f -thè 
be obvious 


in u-fology is thè use 
microcomputer -for preparing skymaps. The use o-f skymaps uill 
uhen one reai izes (as readers o-f this magazine certainly uill!) that an 
impressiue number o-f UFO-reports can be explained as celestial bodies, 
so it is a good idea to obtain a ccrrtputer program 
sky-map in order to make thè ident i-f icat ion c-f aer 
there are seueral uays to obtain such a program: 


1 - urite it yoursel-f, thè most 
cost a lot o-f time (hundreds o-f 
you must knou pretty much about 

2 - -find such a program through 

3 - type it in -from a magaz ine , 
method. 

4 - could one use an astrological program ? After 
create some sort of skymap : it is thè intention 
discuss thè usability of these astrological programs. 


creative solution 
hours is a reason< 
astronomy. 
software exchange 
it uill cost some 
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I uish to make a clear statement: 
about thè use of astrological programs 
be used in ufology, I do not practice 
astrologers (except for asking guestion 
vieu of this article), and I do not uan 
interaction betueen universe and man. 
After all: a horoscope is some sort of 
I bave thè impression that due to thè u 
programs some ufologists are uondering 
and that is thè sole reason I urite thi 


I only uant to teli something 
for preparing skymaps that can 
astrology, nor do I consult 
s to an acquainted astrologar in 
t to discuss any claims about 

skymap <I said this before), and 
ide distribution of astrological 
if they can use such programs 
s article. 


A horoscope is a map that shous 
connection uith each other, for judging th 
our applications ue must ask ourselves uhat these 
(1), uhat are thè connections I referred to 
bodies shoun (3) ? 


some 

celest 
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relevance of 
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hor izon ). 

- points "that are supposed to represent thè position o-f an unknoun 
planet : a lot of astrologers inwent such planets to -f it in uith thè ir 
oun theories, thousands oi hypothetical bodies should exist uhen all 
these theories uould be correct. 


None o-f these hypothetical bodies or inoisible points can be used 
in u-fology: these points can not be seen or substant iatedso they uill 
not trigger any ufo-event. A lot o-f astrologers don't use hypothetical 
bodies or inuisible points although these obJects do appear in a nunnber 
o-f astrological programs. 

Planets that are shoun in horoscopes are* Mercury, Venus, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, Urane, Neptune and Fiuto. Urane, Neptune and Fiuto are 
not use-full as they are not uisible to thè 
not cause a UFO sighting. Mercury, Venus, 
remain to be considered. 

The Sun and thè Moon are also uisible to thè naked eye and thè 
Moon is knoun to haue caused UFO sightings (A. Hendry: The 
UFO-handbook, Neu York, 1979, pp. 45) so at least thè Moon remains to 
be considered. 

Ue can dose section one uith thè conclusion that a lot o-f 
celestial obJects are not shoun that ue are not interested in 


naked eye and therefore can 
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn 


(hypothetical etc.), ubile other 
usually are not shoun. 


interesting objects (bright stars) 


2. Uhat are thè connections that are shoun in a horoscope ? - 

Most of these connections are angles betueen planets, most popular 
are angles of 0, 60, 90, 120 and 180 degrees (to be calculated along 
thè zodiac), these angles are called 'aspects'. Other connections are 
Parts of angles betueen planets etc. It uill be obuious that thè 
connections shoun in horoscopes are not relewant for ufology. 

3. Hou are thè bodies shoun ? - 


A circle along thè sky is draun and positions of celestial bodies 
are measured along this circle. The circle astrologers use is called 
zodiac and it is another circle that used by astronomers (thè 
ecliptic), thè angle betueen these tuo circles is 23.45 degrees. 

Astronomers also calculate thè distance of a planet to thè circle 
and they cali these distances 'deciinations', astrologers sometimes (!) 
mention thè d/!clination of a planet, and this leads to thè funny 


CUFON 5 



Re*jieuing software 


7 


situation that thè coordinates of a planet can be g iven in zodiacal 
degrees and in ecliptic based declination !?!? 

fìnyuay : thè planets and other bodies are projected on thè sky, 
and due to thè rotation of thè earth thè «ky is seen as reuolving every 
23 hours and 56 minutes, thè 24 hours are completed by adding thè 
effect of thè orbiting of thè earth around thè sun (this makes 4 
minutes every day). This revolving has consequences for horoscopes (and 
for conventional skymaps!) : in horoscopes thè sky is shoun as divided 
in 12 parts called 'houses' and during one rotation of our earth thè 
planets travel through all 12 houses,. house one starts at thè position 
of thè ascendente near thè eastern horizon, roughly spoken one can say 
that thè houses 7 thru 12 represent thè visible part of thè sky, and 
that thè houses 1 thru 6 represent thè invisible part (under thè 
hor izon >. 

Each house has its oun meaning in astrology. Houses are often seen 
as an indication of thè altitude of a planet, it is thought that thè 
border betueen house 11 and 12 (thè 'cusp' of 12) is 30 degrees above 
thè horizon, but it is not so simple : there are many systems for 
dividing thè 12 houses, placidus is a popular System and it does not 
give an exact visual division of thè sky, as I understood there is no 
such System. 

In short ue can say that thè uay in uhich thè houses are thought 
and thè fact that often no declination is mentioned makes it impossible 
to estimate thè exact location of a celestial body on thè sky as ue see 
it. 


Conclusion 

It is time to reach a conclusion : I feel that astrological 
programs as skymap programs bave tremendous disadvantages because : 

- Stars are usually not shoun in horoscopes. 

- A lot of bodies and other data are given that are not relevant: 
planets under thè horizon, invisible points, often hypothetical 
planets, aspects etc. 

- It is nearly impossible to estimate thè position of a celestial body 
shoun in a horoscope, due to thè uays in uhich thè houses are 
calculated and because of thè typical use of declination uhen a 
declination is mentioned at all. 

Or: important bodies (stars) are usually not shoun, a lot of 
bodies are shoun that ue are not interested in and thè uay in uhich 
things are shoun is not thè uay ue uant it. 

And thus it can be said that astrological software is of no use to 
uf 0 1ogy. 



TO YOUR CORRESPONDENTS ! 
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Beatssue^: 

OmcKpomt MUmber TTwve 


by Denys Breysse 


As thè managemenent software of Becassine has been uritten, it 
seems interesting to us to giye further explanations about their 
characterist ics. 

The whole package contains sederai programs, each of them offering 
se*jeral functions. The follouing table summarizes such an aspect and 
ue'll present thè potent ial ities of each program in this paper. 


I Functions 


BECASSIN 


SAVEDON 


TT?AVftIL 


STAT-FIC 


FACT-FIC I 



Coding cases I 

% 

1 


1 

1 


1 


Listing coding I 
booklet 1 

% 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


! 

1 


Record ing cases I 

% 

1 

% 

1 % 

1 


1 


Sorting cases 1 


1 

% 

1 

1 


1 


Seiect ing cases 1 


1 


1 % 

1 

% 

1 

% 

Listing cases I 


1 


1 % 

1 

% 

1 

% 

Mod ify ing cases I 


1 


1 % 

1 


1 


Oeleting cases I 


1 


1 % 

1 


1 


Reading files I 


1 

% 

1 % 

1 

% 

1 

% 

Statistics 1 


1 


1 

1 

% 

1 


Factor ial anal. I 


1 


1 

1 


1 

% 


LISTINB OF CODINO BOOKLET - 

This subroutines prints explanations about thè way of coding 
experiences for each heading. The listing contains eleven A4 pages. 
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CODINO AN EXPERIENCE - 

Due to ergonomie reasons, this subroutine is entirely interact ive. 

e The headings are thè -folloying ones: 

DATE # LOCATION # WIT?vESSES « UFO ♦♦ BEINGS # RELATION # EFFECTS # 
SOURCES 

They contain a total o-f 47 subheadings coded on 120 characters. 

« On a simple question (pressing thè key *?*) thè details about 
hou coding thè subheadings are shoued on thè screen. 

« The key allous to auoid coding subheadings tor uhich no 

detail is auailable and leads thè user directly to thè end o-f thè 
heading. 

* Be-fore thè validation o-f a given heading, it is possible to 
correct thè mistakes uhich may haue been done. 

Uhen all thè headings are coded, a subroutines calculates thè 
quantity o-f data knoun about thè experience, then it asks i-f this 
experience has received an explanation or i-f it is dubious (i-f it is, 
you are asked for uhat explanation has been suggested). Then thè 
program records thè coded experiences, giuing them a number, in a 
pre 1 iminary -file. 


RECORD ir« CASES - 

“SAVEDON" reads thè -files prel iminarly recorded by "BECASSIN", 
then it sorts them (by increasing date) and urites them in a -file, 
uhich name is giuen by thè user himsel-f. 


UORKING ON CASES - 

Uhateuer thè uork being done on recorded data, thè operations 
proceed on "packs" o-f -fi-fty cases (ue haue thè 1 imit o-f thè 4SKbytes o-f 
Amstrad CPC464 RAM), but thè theoretical 1 imit size o-f -files is 
about 1500 euents (disk capacity). So recorded files are automatical 1 y 
diuided into groups of fifty cases, for each operation. The t ime needed 
to read and urite access lead us to 1imit thè size of files to about 
200 cases. This is not an obstacle for statistica! analyses, because ue 
can merge partial results coming from d ifferent partial files before 
proceeding thè analyses. 


LISTir^ CASES - 

This program allous to 1ist a file (all thè cases or only feu 
selected out of them). The listing - on screen or printer - presently 
prints only coded cases: euentually, they can be shortened, so that it 
presents only thè headings Date, Location and UJitness. 

The complete listing of cases (not coded) is simulated but not 
uritten yet. 


» 
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SELECTING CASES 


UJe 

can select a 

sample o-F 

cases 

according to an 

y criterion 

(ten 

cr iter ia 

can be used 

simultane 

ous1y) 

• 




For 

each criter 

ion , three 

di-FFe 

rent 

choices are 

possible on 

thè 

giuen su 

bheading: 







* 

One or sever 

al ualues 

taken 

by th 

e modal ity. 

For example: 


- e-Ffect 

O-F amnesia 

or paralys 

is on 

thè u 

itness. 



- Belgian cases. 







- color 

O-F ufo: red. 

etc. 






* 

Interual bet 

ueen thè u 

alues. 

For 

example : 



- betuee 

n three and 

six uitnes 

ses. 





- t ime b 

etueen 6 p.m 

1 . and 9 p. 

m. 





« 

Limit -For th 

e ualues. 

For ex 

ampie 

* 

■ 




- distance -from thè uitness estimated to less than 

- s ize o-f UFO greater then -fiye meters. 


30 meters. 


A-fter that criteria haue been established 
automatic and it proceeds on thè uhole -File. Then 
list,^ to print,^ to record or to study thè selected sample. 


thè selection is 
it is possible to 


MODIFYING CASES - 

I-f ue learn neu in-formation on a gioen case, ue may uant to modi-fy 
this case in thè -Files. 

In a gioen recorded -File, ue only need to gioe thè number o-F thè 
case: it is read, then displayed on thè screen. Then ue indicate thè 
heading and thè subheading that ue uant to modi-Fy: thè old 
displayed and it is enough to input thè neu one. A-Fter ualidation, 
neu in-Formation are recorded. 

The same program is able to delete any case, eliminating it -From 
thè -File. 


ualue is 
thè 


STATISTICAL ANALYSIS - 


For a certain group o-F cases (a uhole -File or a selected sample) 
thè routine asks -For uhich heading and subheading it has to uork up thè 
analys is. 

For continuous data (Time; Ouration; Size; Distance) it also asks 
-For speci-Fying thè grouping interuals ue uish. Then it automat ical ly 
uorks up thè analysis and it is possible: 

- to display graphic results on thè screen. 

- to print (both on screen or on line-printer) them. 

- to record them (to compare them uith others or to merge them). 

It is planned to had thè possibility o-F a systematic and automatic 

analysis -For all thè headings. 
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FACTOR IAL ANALYSIS - 

The me-thod is -thè same one Mith thè di-f-ference that thè analysis 
uorks s imultaneously on tuo subheadings and builds a table o-F crossed 
results. 

Today it isn't possible to display graphic results, but only to 
print or to record them. 

The routines uorking up on these data haven't been uritten yet -for 
tuo reasons: 

« -First of all ue haue to code a great mass o-F cases. 
t thè method o-F -Factorial analysis hasn't been chosen yet. 


t*t**t*t*t 

Aprii 1986 


CD-F -F e o-F l-l F=ì CD L^F=» F^ ^ 


Ue are able to supply, uia mail uith alleged detailed 
instruct ions, tuo interest ing harduare items for C-64/1S8 ouners. Ue 
think that such harduare, assembled by an electronic technician friend 
of US, could be of use for some readers: this Editor employs currently 
both items uith remarkable results. This offer is another CUFON seruice 
at cost price. 

GRAPHIC EPROM for Conwiodore t*PS-802/VIC 1526 : 

Change thè printer in a graphic one <most compatible uith EPSON 
FX-80>, uith seuen built-in characters setst it allous bold and 
9^HHn9text, plus other features. Nou it is possible to use graphic 
softuare such as "Print Shop", "Print Master", "The Neusroom” and so 
on. Easy instai 1at ioni it is enough to change a chip, uithout any 
difficult, employing a simple solderer. 

Cost : 41,000 Ital ian lire. Another model, uith a suitch able to 
enable thè old kPS-802 mode, if offered at 56,000 Italian lire. 

TURBO LOADER : 

It is a neu EPROM inside thè C-64 able to load PR6 file atout six 
times more quickly than thè normal DOS. Function keys are programmed 
uith many useful options, including directory uithout loss of softuare 
in RAM. The change betueen thè normal operating System and thè neu 
turbo one can happen uhen thè computer is turned on. Please note that 
in some uersions of thè C-64 it is necessary to put a base to thè 
Kernel EPROM, if lacking. 

Cost : 46,000 Ital ian lire. 

Euentual orders must be sent only by International Money Order 
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by Mike Uiootten 


ttt*t***tt*ttt*t*******t**t*****tt*t**t*tt*t************t*tt* 


: o rir»F> ~t 
± r-» C3 I— 4 


-Fole» 
r— ± -t: ^ ± t 


# A PRELIMIhWRY NOTE BY THE EDITOR # 


In 1985/86 thè British UFO Research Association (BUFORA) 
tried to make a census o-f computer resources among its 
membership but results ueren't much encouraging. The aim o-f 
such a census, carried out by a special questionnaire and 
presented through a -few articles on BUFORA publications <1) 
seems to be thè deuelopment o-f common uorks. The most 
important o-f them is thè Storage o-f thè casuistry on 
micro-computerà. As remarked in a recent article <2), thanks 
to thè large di-f-fusion o-f these machines today it is possible 
to launch an ambitious Project o-f computer izat ion o-f a 
national UFO casuistry. Employing a common database program 
-for thè same kind o-f machine and entrusting a locai casuistry 
to each member, it is possible to store most auailable events 
in a relatiuely short time: practically, it is thè seme 
Project carried out success-ful 1 y by R.U.C. in Italy. 

Most British researchers ouns a Sinclair Spectrum 
computer and this is a problem, as such a machine isn't much 
commom among other internat ional u-fologists. But this is a 
question that could be solued later: uhat is important is thè 
Storage o-f euents in a corrv^uter -file. Then exchange o-f data 
through a suitable inter-face is possible. 

The most important uork uè knou to haue been produced in 
England is that headed by Mike Uiootten. Duner o-f a Spectrum 
48K he stored most British casuistry o-f thè '80s, using thè 
commercial database program "Masterfi1 e", together uith other 
British resercher (Steve Gamble, Mike Leuis and Paul Fuller, 
thè latter using a Spectrum ouned by BUFORA itsel-f). The 
record structure includes many -fields, some o-f uhich bave to 
be inserted in a coded uay: thè -follouing article is a uide 
explanation o-f all this. 
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I— & Sk. rint::^ 1 & 

For nearly tuo years ue haoe been -formulating and compii ing thè 
BUFORA Case Report Database. But very little has been discussed uithin 
these pages concerning thè project's aims, structure and 

expactat ions. 


I -fc o d «_-i 


-t ± 


u il 1 

pure 

come 

cond 

and 

thè 

date 

eual 
stat 
not ) 


It uould be y 
soloe thè UFO 
ly on logie. Th 
in all colours 
ition and geogr 
scenarios that 
uorld that coul 
• 

Bear ing this 
uating results 
istical analysi 


ery urong o-f me to state that computer technology 
enigma. Computers are highly structured, working 
e total opposite to thè UFO phenomenon. The UFO has 
, shapes and sizes. In probably euery ueather 
aphical location. There are indeed generai patterns 
UFO euents -follou. But there is not a database in 
d handle EVERY parameter generated by UFO reports to 


in mind, there has to be a degree o-f 
compiled -from a UFO database, or 
s that is undertaken <uhether using a 


caution uhen 
indeed, any 
computer or 


F» ± nms- 

From thè start, I uas not concerned uith -formulating an “all 
singing all dancing” database. Frankly, thè -finances uere not there to 
-fund a Project that inuolued seueral people, uith their oun high speed, 
high memory and ineuitably high cost terminal and peripherals. So thè 
ZX Spectrum uas chosen to do thè job. 

Be-fore thè inception o-f thè database, a researcher, uishing to 
use BUFORA reports as a basis o-f h is study, uould have had thè ardous 
task o-f searching through euery report, manually, one after thè other. 
This situation uas simply not good enough. So clearly some thing had to 
be done. The database uas only considered to be an electronic card 
index system, that uould house all filed case reports. This uould 
generally eliminate thè time costly exercise of manually searching 
through 15,000 case reports. 

Once thè database uas complete, ue uould had an opportunity to 
analyse thè stored material statistical1y and hopefully gleen some 
positive results. 


S -ti— — & 

Cespite thè limitations of thè Spectrum, ie memory <48KBytes> and 
relatively slou access time, it had thè aduantage of being initially 
inexpensive uith inexpensive software and peripherals. The software 
package that uas put into comission is considered to be thè best 
database package available for thè Spectrum. "Masterfile” by Campbell 
Systems (3) is fully flexible, enabl ing thè user to design thè package 


CUFON 5 





BUFORfì Case Report Database 


14 


to his or her par'ticular needs. Full sorts and search facili'ties are 
included/ plus user programmab1 e routines and full printer formatting. 


DATABASE PARAMETERS - 


There 

are thirteen main 

"headings 

. _ __J_ 

N 

uhich are detailed 

belou : 

“T 

1 

A. 

BUFORA Reference 

+ 

1 

H. 

Apparent Si 2 e 

-j. 

1 

1 

B. 

Leue 1 

1 

I. 

Shape 

1 

1 

C. 

Type 

1 

J. 

Colour 

1 

1 

D. 

Date 

1 

K. 

Notes 

1 

1 

E. 

Time 

1 

L. 

Eualuat ion 

1 

1 

F. 

Locale 

1 

M. 

Inwestigator 

1 

1 

j.- 

G. 

Duration 

1 



1 


The TYPE heading is split into tuo separate parameteres EVENT 
TYPE and UIITTESS T^E. The DATE heading has tour separate parameters 
DAY, DATE, MONTH and YEAR. TIME is also split into tuo parameters TIME 
and TIME TYPE. So there are eighteen separate parameters that can be 
sorted and searched. 

UJe shall nou go through each parameter in detail. 

A. BUFORA Reference - 

Simply thè unique reference number ass igned to each completed 
report. le, 770122, thè first tuo digits represent thè year and thè 
next four digits represent thè number. 

B. Leuel (4> - 

The standard classification of thè report material. From "A" 
<full on site inuestigation ) to "E" <third hand inuest igation, such as 
Press cuttings, etc.). 

C. Type <Event and Uitness type) - 

Event type (5) ! see Fig. 1 

Th is c1ass if icat ion System, if used properly, can produce a 
coded picture of thè euent in generai terms. le, V2R2E101 uould decode 
a case ubere: "An object at dose proximity, persued and effected thè 
uitness in some uay and occupant uere detected*. The unique codes can 
be searched for, ie, all effectiues <E) and disected from thè main body 
of data. This parameter can be added to uhen euer it is seemed 
appropriate. As you can see, this is a uery pouerful parameter. 

Uitness type : see Fig. 2 

This is a modified vers ion of BUFORA's case c1ass if icat ion 
sustem (object details haue been omitted). This parameter gives only a 
1imited insight to thè uitness. I shall be honest and say that this is 
a definite ueakness to thè System. But I hope that a totally separate 
uitness database uill be formulated in thè future. 
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visual ^^hting of a UTOL 

iH observatton of a p.gint of. light 
n observation of a discermole 
snape. 

RESPONSI^ES (Rfc . ^ 

A phenonenpi) nmch seems to respond 
to tne percipientT 

.iAplied (ie 

tlOIU. 

pnenonenon pursues 
phenomenon causes 
l&e phenoAenoQ responds 
phenoBenoxk 

to something other ^an mt 



responds 

ntness. 



seen in thè 

o simply fly by or are 
o take material samples ** 
’o repair or are 
b examine, guestlon ~ 

!>y some 


Ìlèff???e^ lands. 

re thè I^ding has no 

xere^lèe TanSmg affects nearby 


LI: Wher^ ^ ^ 

h^anding involves 
ì£Fer^“ 

le 

lire thè landing leaves residuai 

iht oJbject is seen 
vmderwate^ 



e pnenonenon i 
ve eftect with: 


has an 


£2 The enviroment 

- 


equipnent 


CDHTACTS 

where contact axriirs Jbetneen 
phenomenon ana mlness, le: 

ai’ì 



eans qf.sùpl^ meeti; 
Kind of 


assa 


or 


intp uro. 
f#e“clS‘ 

> j^np n ver 

uay of Vision or 


of sane 
ousness. 

means 




means. 


Figure 1 


Figure 2 


CATEGORV 

A 

B 

C 

GROUP 

1 

2 
3 


OhspfvatiDnaJ quality of witness 

General number of wftnesses 


or mare vif>K.^\x9 ^ or» hvvttm 

\fitne$$ iìfììfi 


D. Date - 

Self explanatory. Us ign DAY, DATE, MONTH and YEAR. 


E. 


ut i 1 is ing 


Time - 

Again, self explanatory. Using thè twenty four hour clock and 
TIf*E TYPE to indicate GMT or BST or any other tìnte zone. 
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F. Locale - 

A twarity fi>je character space to indicate thè location of thè 
evant, ia, HOVE, 3USSEX (nearest toun or oillaga then County and, i-f 
necessary, country of origin). 

3. Duration - 


0 

1 0000-0009 

seconda 

1 

1 0010-0029 

seconda 

2 

1 0030-0059 

seconda 

3 

1 1-2.59 

minutes 

4 

1 3-4.59 

minutes 

5 

1 5-9.59 

minutes 

6 

1 10-29.59 

minutes 

7 

1 30-59.59 

minutes 

8 

1 1-1.59 

hours 

9 

1 > 2 

hour s 


Considering thè unre 1 iab i 1 ity o-f uitnesses to state thè exact 
duration o-f an euent, thè aboue coding uas considered adequate to 
indicate thè generai duration o-f thè sighting. 

H. Apparent Size - 


" - 


1 

1 Pinhead 


2 

1 Pea 


3 

1 Halfpenny 


4 

1 Penny 


5 

1 Tuo pence 


6 

1 Golfball 


7 

1 Tennis ball 


8 

1 Other 

J_ . 

__L 


Again, thè uitness usually has great difficulty in Judging 
thè actual size o-f thè object reported (uhich is understandabl e ). He or 
sha uill try and usually come up uith an OVER exagerated estimate ! 
Apparent size is usually testable and a fairly accurate indication o-f 
thè angular size of thè object. 

I. Shapa - 

A uritten description of thè shape of thè object<s), using 
tuenty six characters. 

J. Colour - 

Again, a tuenty fiue character space to describe thè 
colour(s) of thè object(s) reported. 
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K. 

thè case 


Motes - 

A fifty tuo character space to include any releuant points of 
in question that are not couered by any other parameter. 


L. Eualuation - 

A uritten evaluation of thè case (twenty six characters) in 
terms of UFO, insufficient data <INSUFF) or aircraft <R/C), meteor, 

etc. The eualuation of cases and using terminology, ie UFO can be 

easily misunderstood. The term UFO is used in thè database simply 
because it uses three characters and thus saues ualuable memory 
(Steuart Campbell please note !!!). 


M. Inuestigator - 

Lists thè inuest igators 
thè case report in question. 
researcher. 


uho partecipated in thè production of 
Another source reference for thè 


REF 830004 LEVEL A TYPE V2E1 

C2 

DATE MON 

25 

04 

83 

TIME 0845 BST LOCALE BRADFORD,U.YORKS 

DURAT 3 

APP 

SI2E 3 

SHAPE ROUND 

COLOUR 

GREY,BLACK 




hJOTES ALTERNATING COLOUR & SPINNING 






EVALU POSS rCTALLIC BALLOON 

INVES N MORTIf»ER 




REF 830027 LEVEL A TYPE V2R5E1 

C2 

DATE SUN 

13 

02 

83 

TIME 0130 GMT LOCALE PLYMOUTH,DEVON 

DURAT 2 

APP 

SI2E ? 

SHAPE CIRCULAR 

COLOUR 

RED 




NOTES OBJ DESEMDED, HOVERED BY LAMP 

POST THEN ASCENDED 



EVALU UAP 

INVES PUFOIC 




Typical print outs from thè database 

• 






+ 


+ 

I 

+ 


The database currently holds approximate1y 600 case reports 
from thè late 1970's to thè present day. Paul Fuller is currently 
uading through thè 600 or so reports from 1977 (a bumper year). Mike 
Leuis is finìshing off 1979. 

As thè cases are being coded and added to thè database, they are also 
being rearranged into batches of fifty and of course bound in numerical 
order. So not only are thè files being computerized, they are also 
being clerically processed. Considered thè 1imited man pouer, ue haue 
done uery ue11. 

Uith hauing thè unique opportunity to read through many case 
reports ouer '^he last decade, it is important to note, thè increasingly 
high calibre of case reports submitted for coding. Most of thè pre NIC 


1 
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cases are single RI report -forms uith very little data. But since thè 
incept ion o-f thè National Invest igat ion Committee (NIC), thè autonomous 
Inyest igat ions branch o-f BUFORA, case reports have become booklet size 
and worthy o-f proper unbiased scienti-fic research. Th is trend is a 
credit to BUFORA and thè NIC and must continue. 


I o r'a 


Ule stili haue no reai idea about thè nature o-f thè UFO. There are 
almost as many theories o-f thè origin o-f thè phenomenon as there are 
cases. I -follou thè uieu that UFOs do not haue any single solution. The 
phenomenon is a multi -faceted enigma. In this 1 ight ue haue to be 
-flexible in our attitudes, our inuest igat iue techniques and our 
research. This goes against thè grain o-f thè rigid computer's 
structure. 

Uithout sounding damning o-f statistica! analyses o-f UFO data 
conducted in thè past and thè effcrt that has gone into them. Not one 
statistica! report has ever mirrored another <6). This in-fers a purely 
random phenomenon, reported by a purely random cross section o-f 
uitnesses. The sceptic uould argue that this proues that UFOs do not 
exist. But are purely unsolued IFOs (uith hidden mundane “Earthbound" 
exp 1 anat ions ). I think this is a -fair point to argue. It is also -fair 
to argue that there are no patterns because ue are looking at thè urong 
data or thè right data but uith thè urong approach. Once thè code o-f 
thè UFO has been unlocked, then thè data uil 1 become clear. The 
computer can help us to ouercome this problem. UFO groups all over thè 
uorld can a-f-ford computer technology and this situation is being 
exploited and quite rightly. The data that is being extracted should 
not be kept secret -from other groups. In sharing thè uealth o-f data 
currently being collated in computer -form, ue uill bene-fit and 
understand thè nature o-f thè beast ue are deal ing uith. But I stress 
again: "You cannot structure a -flexible phenomenon". 

I do not claim that thè BUFORA CASE REPORT DATABASE is -fully 
comprehens ive and overcomes thè above-forment ioned problems. But it's a 
start. A researcher can nou -f ind cases in seconds rather than hours and 
thus should accelerate thè speed in uh ich ue solve an enigma that -for 
many years has eluded explanation. 
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f 

USINO “SUPERBASE" 


by Maurizio Verga 


I already proposed thè employment of SUPERBASE as thè standard 
database program for thè Commodore 84/128 microcomputerJ nou l'd 1ike 
to present a couple of my oun Applications deueloped by such a kind of 
commercial software. 

The first one refers to thè C-128 uersion of SUPERBASE, using a 
80-column display. Through thè "Import* opt ion of one menu it is 
possible to change an external seguential file in a random file 
readable by our program. Preparing a SUPERBASE record format equal to 
that used for thè originai file you can bring thè data in a SUPERBASE 
file. The operation is fairly simple and it don't take much time. In 
such a way thè whole ITACAT file generated by thè program presented in 
CUFON !,««««« was implemented on SUPERBASE 128. Th is allowed to insert 
eleuen new fields in thè new record structure. Beyond thè classic date, 
place, province, c1assification and evaluation parameters there are: 

- Hour <four characters) 

- Reference code number from thè ITACAT manuscript <six characters) 

- Sources of thè events (nine fields of sixty-four characters each). 

The whole record was put on tuo different screens. Mere is a 
hardcopy of thè record structure: 



FOWTT 

■ 1 

<Airr Olernl ii/^y77/ Slabua sat/att 00 

> 


FOdTV 

•• 

<OIV OdM II, 07 • 90, O-Of CLTTCUO 0-9, 9 « 00, 09-01 ♦ 00, 09-00 

> 





OATW 

<47Mt4> 



FOfTV 

OS 

<09T ITO Iteo 40, lOl ITO ovnioc AOTUCLLT 4, 0, 04» FOO 10, 1, 9-0 

> 

OIM 

<e»i4> 



FOdTV 

•4 

<0»T 1»<T^47 103» IMTOIT (Oalfla» 14» ^gOllO 01 

> 

LOCALITÀ' 

<Raw«« 

> 


f94rw 

09 

<LIO SANI 1, 160» OSOOLA III, 700-709» LORCfOCN 11, 77 

> 

Prew Ine la 

<lld> 



FtBfTE 

M 

<L10 OtOCIM I, 019-001» OlAi#OA»4gOD»l 1, 171-174» 

> 

CLPSstF lottiate 




F94rw 

or 

(LIO tFO In ITALIA I, 00-09» OQICH 1, 007 0 019 

> 





F94TW 

00 

(C9T F«l 09, 4, 111 

> 

vAurntttote 

<N.AP./POM. FALSO 

> 


FCMTt 

09 

(OIV Cima a Tappa 0 

> 

di COOICC <47«tl> 



F9trt 

10 

( 

> 



Using a print-out produced by th is program, any researcher can 
find an Ital ian dose encounter he wants and to look for their originai 
documents referring to thè reported sources. Obviously, there is a 
limitation as' regards thè class if icat ion of events: it is not possible 
to seek cases having specific collateral effects <for example, only 
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"electromagnet ic " e-f-fects), as ue hayen't inserted any special code 
inside thè "c 1 ass i-f icat ion " field. On thè other hand^ ue don't knou - a 
priori - uhat kind o-f cases can interest a researcher, so ue should put 
a lot of codes. The result uould be a great contusion and a uaste o-f 
Storage capacity. lA uork o-f such a kind could be de«^eloped on a 
pouertul personal computer (at least a G40K PC IBM/XT) not on a C-128/ 
euen though there uould be many problems in choosing uhat 
character ist ics o-f a case should be coded. 

The uhole ITf^CiAT -file is about 10OK long and it is entirely placed 
on a -floppy disc. There seem to be some problems in changing thè random 
-file in a sequential one by thè "Export" option,. due to relatively 
scarce space on thè disk: thè aim uould be to establ ish a uersion also 
on Commodore 64. At thè same time, thè originai TRACAT and ITACAT N 
-files haue been implemented on SUPERBASE 128, add ing sources and a -feu 
other -fields. UJe th ink such a uork represents uell thè structure that a 
UFO re-ference -file should haue: all fundamental in-formation are 
presented and it is thè starting point -for any uork o-f every 
researcher. 


CENSUS OF UFOLOGISTS' COMPUTERS : 
A NEW UP-TO-DATE 


A-fter thè preuious listings published in CUFON issue 1, 2 and 4 

bere is another up-to-date. We remember that reported names re-fers only 
to u-fologists or simple amateurs ouning a computer, beyond their 
e-f-fectiue use o-f thè machine in connection uìth u-fology. 

We are planning to present a complet printout o-f thè census in thè 
-first issue o-f CUFON Voi. 2. Readers uho knou people hauing a computer 
not ment ioned in our listing are invited to supply -full names and 
addresses, together uith computer type. 


Marne 

Country 

Computer 

Michele Sisti 

Italy 

C-B4 

Mauro lotti 

Italy 

C-B4 

Marco Mucci 

Italy 

C-64 

Fabio Filippetti 

Italy 

C-64 

Giuseppe Di Frane. 

Italy 

C-64 

Daniella Cepparulo 

Italy 

C-64 

Gianluca Chiarella 

Italy 

C-64 

Alberto Lazzaro 

Italy 

C-128 

Steuen Gamble 

England 

Spectrum 

Paul Fuller 

England 

Spectrum 

Nigel Mortimer 

England 

Spectrum 

Jenny Randles' 

England 

Amstrad 6128 
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